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LEADS Summit in Puerto Rico 
February 15 – 16, 2018 

La Concha, A Renaissance Resort 
1077 Avenida Doctor Ashford 
San Juan, 00907, Puerto Rico 

+1 787-721-7500 
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LEADS Site Leaders 
 

Stephanie B. Coursey Bailey, MD, MS 
Senior Associate Dean of Public Health Practice 
Graduate Studies and Research  
Meharry Medical College 
 
George Perry, PhD 
Professor and Dean of College of Sciences 
Semmes Foundation Distinguished University Chair in Neurobiology 
University of Texas San Antonio 
 
Alexander Quarshie, MD, MS 
Professor, Department of Community Health and Preventive Medicine 
Director, Biomedical Informatics Program 
Director, Master of Science in Clinical Research Program 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
 
Todd B. Seto, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, Center for Outcomes Research and Evaluation 
Interim Director, Office of Research and Development 
The Queen's Medical Center 
 
Magda A. Shaheen, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Surgery 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science 
 
Lourdes E. Soto de Laurido, EdD, MPHE 
Academic Senator 
Professor & Director 
Research Institute for Global Health Promotion and Health Education (IIPESAG) 
PI/Director Hispanics-IN-Research Capability Endowment (HiREC) 
Sub-recipient PI LEADs 
Health Education Program 
School of Health Professions 
Medical Sciences Campus 
 
Patricia Y. B. Talbert, PhD, MPH, MS, CPHA, CHES, cPHN 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Administration  
College of Nursing and Allied Health Sciences  
Howard University 
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LEADS Scholars 
 

Leah R. Alexander, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Division of Public Health Practice 
Meharry Medical College 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Dolapo Babalola, MD, FAAFP  
Associate Professor 
Director of Medical Education and Rural Health 
Department of Family Medicine.  
Morehouse School of Medicine 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Vanisha L. Brown, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor 
Division of Public Health Practice 
Meharry Medical College 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Edna J. Carlo, ClinScD 
Associate Professor 
Graduate Programs - Speech-Language Pathology Program 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Kyra Clark, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Medicine 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Violeta Contreras Ramírez, DDS 
Postdoctoral Master of Science in Clinical and Translational Research Scholar 
School of Health Professions & School of Medicine 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Mekeila Cook, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Division of Public Health Practice 
Graduate Studies and Research 
Meharry Medical College 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Jennifer Cunningham Erves, PhD 
Research Instructor 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Meharry Medical College 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 



4 
 

Adel Driss, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Physiology 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Erik Fleming, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Charles Drew University of Medicine and Science 
LEADS Cohort: 2016  
 
Tilicia L. Mayo-Gamble, PhD, MA, MPH, CHES 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Community Health 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
Georgia Southern University 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Kyle Melin, PharmD, BCPS, AE-C 
Assistant Professor 
School of Pharmacy 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Elizabeth I. Olorundare, MD, MPH, FWACP (Paed) 
Research Coordinator 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Germán Plascencia-Villa, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 
The University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) 
Research Centers in Minority Institutions (RCMI) 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Noridza Rivera-Rodriguez, MD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Internal Medicine, Hematology-Oncology Section 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Abiel Roche-Lima, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Bioinformatics 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
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Latrice Rollins PhD, MSW 
Assistant Director of Evaluation and Institutional Assessment 
Prevention Research Center 
Instructor 
Community Health and Preventive Medicine Department 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Darlene Santiago Quiñones, PhD 
Assistant Professor  
School of Pharmacy 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 
 
Adrinel Vazquez Montes, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
School of Health Professions 
University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences Campus 
LEADS Cohort: 2016 
 
Kimberlee D. Wyche Etheridge, MD, MPH 
Assistant Director and Assistant Professor 
Division of Public Health Practice  
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pediatrics 
Graduate Studies and Research 
Meharry Medical College 
LEADS Cohort: 2017 

LEADS Team 
 

Doris M. Rubio, PhD 
Associate Vice Provost for Faculty 
Co-Director, Institute for Clinical Research Education 
Director, Data Center, Center for Research on Health Care 
Professor of Medicine, Biostatistics, Nursing,  
and Clinical and Translational Science 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
Colleen A. Mayowski, EdD, MLIS 
Instructor of Medicine 
Institute for Clinical Research Education  
University of Pittsburgh  
 
Lindsay Surmacz, BA  
Program Coordinator, LEADS / PROMISED 
Institute for Clinical Research Education (ICRE) 
Division of General Internal Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
Natalie Vazquez, MFA  
Video Producer and Multimedia Designer  
Institute for Clinical Research Education  
University of Pittsburgh 
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Individual Career Coaching Sessions will be held concurrent to daytime 
sessions. Each Career Coaching Session lasts 45 minutes.  

Coaching sessions begin on Wednesday evening. Please refer to Page 9 of this 
agenda for your scheduled appointment time and location. 

**Note: presentations will be recorded and made available to scholars at a later date** 
 
Thursday February 15, 8:30 am - 6:15 pm • Location: Ocean Lounge and Terrace 
8:30 - 10:00  Plenary Address 

Managing Up  
Speaker:  
 
Tobias Rodriguez, PhD 
Vice President 

  Academy for Academic Leadership (AAL) 
 

10:15 - 11:15 NIH Grant Review: “The Black Box” Panel Discussion 
Panelists: 
 
Judy C. Chang, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor 
Departments of Obstetrics, Gynecology,  
and Reproductive Sciences and Internal Medicine 
Associate Professor, Institute for Clinical Research Education 
Assistant Dean, Medical Student Research 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 
Steven Grambow, PhD 
Director 
Duke Clinical Research Training Program 
Vice Chair of Education and Assistant Professor 
Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Duke University Medical Center 
 
Kevin Weinfurt, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research 
Department of Population Health Sciences 
Duke University School of Medicine 

 
Moderator: 
Doris M. Rubio, PhD 
Associate Vice Provost for Faculty 
Co-Director, Institute for Clinical Research Education 
Director, Data Center, Center for Research on Health Care 
Professor of Medicine, Biostatistics, Nursing,  
and Clinical and Translational Science 
 

11:15 – 12:15 Mock Review 
 

12:30 - 1:45 Working Lunch – Brainstorming Session with LEADS Scholars  
How Can We Improve the Program? 
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2:00 - 5:00 Thriving Amidst Chaos Workshop 

Facilitator:  
 
Susan R. Johnson, MD, MS 
Professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology, and Epidemiology 
University of Iowa          
              

5:15 - 6:15 Poster Session  
Heavy hors d’oeuvres/cash bar (outdoor terrace, weather permitting) 
 
Welcome Remarks 
 
Lourdes E. Soto de Laurido, EdD, MPHE 
Academic Senator 
Professor & Director 
Research Institute for Global Health Promotion and Health Education (IIPESAG) 
PI/Director Hispanics-IN-Research Capability Endowment (HiREC) 
Sub-recipient PI LEADs 
Health Education Program 
School of Health Professions 
Medical Sciences Campus 

 
Friday February 16, 9 am - 5 pm • Location: Ocean Lounge and Terrace  
8:30 -10:00 Giving Effective Scientific Presentations 
  Speakers: 
 

Steven Grambow, PhD 
Director 
Duke Clinical Research Training Program 
Vice Chair of Education and Assistant Professor 
Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Duke University Medical Center 
 
Kevin Weinfurt, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair for Research 
Department of Population Health Sciences 
Duke University School of Medicine 

 
10:15 - 11:15 Saying No 
  Speaker: 
 
  Kelton T. Stewart, DDS, MS 

Interim Chair & Graduate Program Director  
James J. Baldwin Associate Professor of Orthodontics 
Department of Orthodontics and Oral Facial Genetics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics 
Indiana University School of Dentistry 

 
11:30 - 12:30 Lunch 
 
12:45 - 1:15 Travel to University of Puerto Rico 
  Taxis transport arranged for attendees 
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1:30 – 4:30 How to Build an Online Course in Moodle 
  Speaker: 
 

Marie Norman, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director of the IDEA Lab 
School of Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh 

 
4:50  Adjourn  
  Travel to La Concha 

Taxis transport arranged for attendees 
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Career Coaching Schedule 

 
Wednesday February 14 • Location: TBA 
 

Time Scholar Career Coach 

7:00 PM Dr. Kyra Clark Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Adel Driss Dr. Steven Wendell 

 
Thursday February 15 • Location: Ocean Lounge and Terrace 
 

Time Scholar Career Coach 

8:15 AM Dr. Leah Alexander  Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Tilicia Mayo-Gamble Dr. Steven Wendell 

9:15 AM Dr. Latrice Rollins Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Kimberlee Wyche-Etheridge Dr. Steven Wendell 

10:15 AM Dr. Vanisha Brown Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Mekeila Cook Dr. Steven Wendell 

11:15 AM Dr. Jennifer Cunningham-Erves Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Dolapo Babalola Dr. Steven Wendell 

12:30 – 1:30 PM Lunch 

1:30 PM Dr. Erik Fleming Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. German Plascencia-Villa Dr. Steven Wendell 

2:30 PM Dr. Adrinel Vazquez-Montes Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Abiel Roche-Lima Dr. Steven Wendell 

3:30 PM Dr. Kyle Melin Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Elizabeth Olorundare Dr. Steven Wendell 

4:30 PM Dr. Violeta Contreras Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Edna Carlo Dr. Steven Wendell 

 
Friday February 16 • Location: Ocean Lounge and Terrace 
  

Time Scholar Career Coach 

8:30 AM Dr. Noridza Rivera-Rodriguez Dr. Janice Sabatine 
Dr. Darlene Santiago Dr. Steven Wendell 

 
Career Coaches: 
Janice Manzi Sabatine, PhD, PCC 
President, Avanti Strategies LLC 
Executive Coach, Consultant, and Educator 
Avanti Strategies, LLC 
 
Steven Wendell, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pharmacology and Chemical Biology 
University of Pittsburgh 


